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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



which the weakest must disappear to render possible the 
survival of the strongest and fittest, a principle not ap- 
plicable universally, inasmuch as the eternal law of Prog- 
ress which takes into account something else besides the 
law of self-preservation cannot abandon to the violence 
and greed of the stronger those races which are struggling 
to advance, nor those peoples which, though compara- 
tively weak, labor also hopefully for the work of civili- 
zation. 

It may perhaps be said that those principles to which 
the Conference gave its adhesion remain only as so much 
writing, that the treaties formulated on them have never 
been ratified by the Congresses of the Republics therein 
represented. But granting this to be the case it is also 
true that not one of those American Congresses has re- 
fused to accept those ideas nor has any single one dis- 
approved those treaties. Circumstances entirely different 
from those provocative of an adverse opinion have de- 
ferred the definite consideration of the recommendations 
of the Conference, which have been greatly praised by 
the press of all the Republics and commented upon by 
advanced minds all over the world. 

It may be observed in the history of the transforma- 
tions of society and in the changes of its civilizations, 
how one man, possessed of some redeeming idea, has 
furnished new bases for morality, and how a group of 
philosophers has been sufficient to enlarge the aspirations 
of humanity, and furthermore, how one single people, 
this great American people, has solved the problem of 
practical democracy which is one of the greatest social 
and political victories ever obtained in the world. 

Therefore, how can it be conceived that the regenerat- 
ing ideas that were proclaimed by the International 
American Conference will be lost as are lost the dreams 
of fancy, without moving the minds or without piercing 
the consciences of men ? No ; that was no absurd dream 
of some deluded minds. It was the crystallized form of 
those aspirations and feelings entertained by the one 
hundred and twenty million beings who are nourished by 
Liberty in the New World. It was the solemnly expressed 
conviction of the American Continent presided over by 
the most impulsive of its nations. 

Before you, public spirited men of all countries, you 
sublime optimists, for whom all effort born of faith in the 
perfectibility of the human race has the same value as a 
fact and the significance of one more step in advance, I 
do not hesitate to present as real and translucent facts 
those declarations of which I have spoken, which alone 
placed the International American Conference of Wash- 
ington in the category of an historical event of the first 
magnitude. 

LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY. 

BT FRANK ROBERTS, 

Late of the United States Army. 

The army of the United States is not a large one, being 
only twenty-five thousand strong ; but it will be thought 
that with so small a force every care has been taken to 
obtain the very best men possible, and to offer such in- 
ducements that they may feel proud of their position and 
contented with their surroundings. The object of this 
article is to show how mistaken is such an idea, and how 
utterly unsuited the life is to any religiously inclined, 
sober, self-respecting young man. 



In the first place, a recruit must at once be struck with 
amazement at the amount of drunkenness that prevails, 
and this is not confined to the enlisted men. He will 
soon find that this condition is a general one, and that, 
far from trying to stop it, the authorities pay a premium 
for drunkenness. The sale of beer in the " exchange " is 
authorized by the army regulations, and is superintended 
by a commissioned officer ; and the liquor is handed over 
the bar by non-commissioned officers and privates, espe- 
cially detailed and paid for the work. Once a month, or 
quarterly, to suit convenience, the profits are divided 
among the various organizations, and the money so 
obtained is used to put better food on the men's tables. 

The more the men drink, the more money is obtained 
for food ; and as it is a sort of point of honor to support 
their mess, men that would not otherwise do so are led to 
drink, unless they are prepared to stand all the ridicule 
and abuse that will be thrown on them by their comrades ; 
and, being led on from one drink to another, they soon 
get drunk, one excess leads to another, until at last all 
self-respect is gone, and the young man that enlisted as a 
man is soon lost so far as his manhood is concerned, and, 
as a natural result, is soon engulfed in the other vices so 
prevalent. The government system is directly chargeable 
with these results. The seductiveness of alcohol is so 
well known that the authorities have no shadow of an ex- 
cuse for thus placing temptation, upon which they put a 
premium, in the way of their new recruits. 

Another feature that must strike a recruit in an un- 
favorable manner is the herding together, like so many 
cattle, of from forty to sixty men in one room. Apart 
from the fact that such a thing must necessarily tend 
to a relaxing of the ordinary requirements of decency, 
it soon becomes apparent that the filthy abominations 
indulged in by drunken comrades, whose actions can be- 
better imagined than described, will soon further under- 
mine .a young man's self-respect, and it is not long before 
he may be found joining in the laughter and joking carried 
on when one of these drunkards has so far recovered as 
to be made aware of what he has been doing. I have 
seen very much of this sort of thing, and can testify to 
the fact that such occurrences are looked on as part and 
parcel of the life, and no effort is made to stop them. 

To one that has not been accustomed to gambling, it 
must be a source of wonder that all sorts of games that 
provide a chance to gamble are so openly indulged in. 
After a pay-day the regular hands that run the games are 
as busy as bees, and no attempt is made to keep the 
matter secret. The men gamble on their bunks in the 
quarters, and when night comes retire to some old build- 
ing, and light up for their night's indulgence in this vicious 
habit. Inquiry, if one is of an inquiring turn of mind, 
soon reveals the fact that the officers in their clubroom 
are gambling also, and so what matters it that gambling 
is forbidden by regulation ? 

The system of shutting one's eyes to what is going on 
around, and the ignorance displayed when questions are 
asked, are nowhere to be seen better than in the army ; 
and in this connection may be mentioned the fact that 
every possible means is taken to prevent any of the un- 
savory details of army life from leaking out. The cases, 
when published, are so undeniable that the army as a body 
does its utmost to lock up its secrets in its own breast. 

Drink ruins the army, and if any doubt this, let me tell 
them that the surgeon-general reports, recently, that the 
rate of admission to the hospitals for alcoholism is forty 
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in a thousand, as against 2.56 in the British army, and 
0.20 in the German. Such figures as these tell their own 
story. 

As drink plays so important a part, it is not to be 
wondered at that so many other vices prevail, or that the 
New York Evening Post has to say of the army, " So 
low is the moral tone that a military prison has to be 
maintained at a cost of seventy-five thousand dollars a 
year." There are now at Fort Leavenworth more than 
five hundred prisoners, besides those on Alcatraz Island, 
Cal., and in the State penitentiaries. Bear in mind, too, 
that it is only the very flagrant cases that get to these 
places. But with so plain a statement of facts brought 
before the people, they can draw their own conclusions, 
and judge for themselves as to whether the army is a 
moral place as some of its officers would have one believe. 

All the better elements have been leaving the army 
wholesale during the past eighteen months, or just so 
soon as possible, considering the short time that the new 
system of recruiting has been in force. Why? Because 
they found the life unendurable, owing to its many abom- 
inations. Take warning, young men that may be think- 
ing of enlisting, and keep away from a life that provides 
the quickest road that I know of by which you can travel 
to a point where you will discover that you have lost your 
manhood, and have sunk to a depth where you can 
scarcely recognize your former self. — In the Golden Rule. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE FUND 

FOR PEACE WORK AT CHICAGO DURING 

THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION. 

We give below a condensed statement of the Treasurer's 
report of the receipts and expenditures for the Peace 
Exhibit and the Peace Congress at Chicago, that all who 
contributed may see what has been done with the money. 
Jonathan W. Plummer, 200 Randolph St., Chicago, who 
has served as Treasurer of the fund, has made an itemized 
report, with vouchers, to the Executive Committee of the 
Peace Societies appointed to have charge of the work. 
He has served to the entire satisfaction of the Committee 
and we take great pleasure in recording the sincere thanks 
of all connected with the Exhibit and the Congress for 
the efficient service which he has gratuitously rendered. 
We wish also to record our hearty appreciation of the ser- 
vices of Professor Benjamin Smith who was placed in 
charge of the work of fitting up the Exhibit section and 
of removing the Exhibit at the close. He has done, at 
merely nominal pay, an amount of difficult work, requiring 
great care and patience, which only those can fully appre- 
ciate who were cognizant of what had to be done. The 
success of the Exhibit owes much to his devotion and 
care. 

The amount given below by no means covers all the 
expense. Considerable sums of money were spent by 
the Universal Peace Union, the London Peace Society, 
the American Peace Society and by other societies and by 
individuals in preparing and forwarding Exhibits and in 
getting them away again, the entire amount of which 
would exceed the whole amount given below. When it 
is remembered that the expenses of the Peace Congress 
were borne almost entirely by the World's Congress 
Auxiliary, it will be seen that the peace work of the past 
summer has been by no means an inexpensive one. But 



the good done, we are already assured, far outweighs all 
the cost. 

We are sorry that there is a balance of $119.22 still 
unpaid. This includes the balance due the Treasurer and 
half the amount of the stenographic report, which does 
not appear in the Report. 

We asked one month ago for contributions to meet 
this small balance, but have received no response. 

Treasurer's Report. 

Receipts. 

From American Peace Society $122 50 

Universal Peace Union 50 00 

Rhode Island Peace Society 80 00 

Peace Association of Friends 63 00 

New York Y. M. Collection 50 00 

Hannah J. Bailey 80 00 

Illinois Peace Society 65 00 

Robert Treat Paine 19 89 

Benjamin Smith ... 10 00 

John Kendall 5 00 

Baltimore W. C. T. U 5 00 

N. Y. Y. Meeting Peace Com 6 25 

A. Branson , . 5 00 

H. M. Laing 10 00 

S. L. Hartman . 10 00 

Albert A. Bailey 5 08 

Miss H. E. Henshaw . 1 00 

Sale of lumber, book case, rugs, matting, 

etc., at close of Exhibit 20 50 

$608 22 
Balance due J. W. Plummer 44 22 

Total $652 44 

, Expenditures. 

Fitting up Exhibit Section : 

Lumber, nails, paint, carpenter work, etc. . $77 37 

Services B. Smith in superintending, etc. . . 20 00 

Iron Railing 7 20 

Brackets, shelving, canton flannel covering, 

etc 11 85 

Book case, chairs, matting, tables, etc. . . 38 10 

Three large Japanese rugs 33 00 

Labor and material for roof of section . . 4 00 

Tacks, bamboo poles, wire for cover, etc. . 5 00 

Marshall, Field & Co., sundries 8 56 

Services of C. & H. Smith in Exhibit Section dur- 
ing the Exposition at $30 per month . . 196 00 

110 yards ribbon for badges, at 20 cts 22 00 

Design for badges, hemming, fringe, etc. ... 10 00 

Sewing canopy 2 00 

Telegrams to Queen Victoria and President 

Cleveland 19 89 

Engraving and printing badges 40 00 

Keeping Exhibit Section clean, 10th May to 

31st October 28 00 

David S. Geer, on Stenographic Report of Peace 

Congress 75 00 

Expressage, cartage, exchange, etc 9 34 

American Tract Society, one-half of partition . . 10 00 

Storage,screws, twine, Custom House charges . . 10 13 

Services B. Smith in closing up Exhibit .... 25 00 

Total $652 44 



